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Cal Code Civ Proc § 1775 (2014)
§ 1775. Legislative findings and declarations

The Legislature finds and declares that:
(a) The peaceful resolution of disputes in a fair, timely, appropriate, and cost-effective manner is an essential
function of the judicial branch of state government under Article VI of the California Constitution.
(b) In the case of many disputes, litigation culminating in a trial is costly, time consuming, and stressful for the
parties involved. Many disputes can be resolved in a fair and equitable manner through less formal processes.
(c) Alternative processes for reducing the cost, time, and stress of dispute resolution, such as mediation, have been
effectively used in California and elsewhere. In appropriate cases mediation provides parties with a simplified and
economical procedure for obtaining prompt and equitable resolution of their disputes and a greater opportunity to
participate directly in resolving these disputes. Mediation may also assist to reduce the backlog of cases burdening the
judicial system. It is in the public interest for mediation to be encouraged and used where appropriate by the courts.
(d) Mediation and similar alternative processes can have the greatest benefit for the parties in a civil action when
used early, before substantial discovery and other litigation costs have been incurred. Where appropriate, participants in
disputes should be encouraged to utilize mediation and other alternatives to trial for resolving their differences in the
early stages of a civil action.
(e) As a pilot project in Los Angeles County and in other counties which elect to apply this title, courts should be
able to refer cases to appropriate dispute resolution processes such as judicial arbitration and mediation as an alternative
to trial, consistent with the parties' right to obtain a trial if a dispute is not resolved through an alternative process.
(f) The purpose of this title is to encourage the use of court-annexed alternative dispute resolution methods in
general, and mediation in particular. It is estimated that the average cost to the court for processing a civil case of the
kind described in Section 1775.3 through judgment is three thousand nine hundred forty-three dollars ($3,943) for each
judge day, and that a substantial portion of this cost can be saved if these cases are resolved before trial.
The Judicial Council, through the Administrative Office of the Courts, shall conduct a survey to determine the
number of cases resolved by alternative dispute resolution authorized by this title, and shall estimate the resulting
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savings realized by the courts and the parties. The results of the survey shall be included in the report submitted
pursuant to Section 1775.14. The programs authorized by this title shall be deemed successful if they result in estimated
savings of at least two hundred fifty thousand dollars ($250,000) to the courts and corresponding savings to the parties.

